Accelerometer versus footswitch evaluation of gait unsteadiness and temporal characteristics of gait in two elderly patient groups.
We examined anterior-posterior and medio-lateral head and trunk movements during gait using accelerometers, and a footswitch evaluation of temporal gait parameters of elderly fallers with a primary diagnosis of Orthostatic Hypotension, elderly fallers without Orthostatic Hypotension, and a control group of healthy elderly non-fallers. We wanted to evaluate whether both sets of measures can be used to differentiate between patient groups. We were able to significantly differentiate between the three elderly groups to the same extent using both sets of measures.